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When white supremacist Matthew Hale came to town last September, Wakefield 
residents stood up to hate. But instead of joining a violent protest against a meeting of 
Hale's World Church of the Creator at the Beebe Memorial Library, Wakefield rallied 
quietly, but effectively, across town.  
 
"Love Lives Here" was a peaceful call for tolerance and diversity held at Wakefield-
Lynnfield Methodist Church. Clergy, residents, and local officials joined together in 
speech, song, prayers, and expressions of patriotism. The Rev. Katharine Evans, 
rector of Emmanuel Episcopal Church; the Rev. Samuel Johnson, a minister at the 
Wakefield-Lynnfield Methodist Church (right); and residents Wendy Dennis and 
Robert Hooker (left) were among the organizers. At least 150 people, including some 
from neighboring communities, attended. The gathering was small, compared to the 
600 protesters, at the library. Still, the grass-roots gathering provided a place for 
people to proclaim love, not hate.  
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